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Figure 1. Lung CSCs and clinical lung carcinoma exhibit high levels of SLUG and SOX9.
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Figure 2. Inhibition of SLUG and SOX9 suppresses experimental lung cancer metastasis in vivo. 
LUC2-labeled shSNAI2, shSOX9 or shCON H460 cells were injected into NSG mice via tail 
vein at the dose of 1 × 106 cells/mouse. 5/9
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Figure 3. SLUG regulates of SOX9 in NSCLC cells.
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Figure 4. SLUG inhibits SOX9 ubiquitination and prolongs its stability.
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Figure 5. SLUG is required in SOX9-mediated lung CSC in vitro and metastasis in vivo.
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Figure 6. A schematic working model for the function of SLUG-SOX9 axis in CSC and metastasis 
regulation. In metastatic tumor cells, increased SLUG expression stabilizes SOX9 through 
their binding interaction, which inhibits SOX9 ubiquitination and proteasomal degradation. 
SOX9 stabilization promotes the expansion of CSCs and subsequent cancer metastasis.
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